
A Matter of Time
Adapted from the story by Alan Robbins

The crime scene was a hotel room, a dirty place with wet towels and a broken
TV. The room was a mess - torn sheets, a smashed lamp, and the body of the
victim on the floor - all indicating a fight. There were no fingerprints and very
few clues. Detective Denny, who was not the smartest person alive, couldn’t
think of anything else until it occurred to him to call me.
Once I got there he went over the facts in his methodical manner, then sat
back hoping I could provide the solution. The clerk in the lobby remembered
seeing the victim return to his room on the second floor at eight o’clock that
night. The clerk also recalled seeing another guest, a Mr. Martin, return and go
upstairs at 10:30. Then the clerk fell asleep. Mr. Martin would have been the
guilty one but for one little detail.
Detective Denny knew that the murder must have happened at 10:11. When I
asked how he had arrived at this precise fact, he pointed to the digital clock
lying in the corner of the room. It was one of those things that got smashed
during the fight because the numbers were stuck at 10:11.

[SHOW THEM THE PROJECTABLE IMAGE OF THE CLOCK]

That meant that Mr. Martin had not gone up the stairs until after the murder
was committed. At least that was Denny’s thinking until I noticed his mistake
and set him straight. What do you think I did?

[HERE, STOP AND ASK THE STUDENTS IF THEY KNOW THE MISTAKE]

“Well, the fact is that Detective Denny was looking at the digital clock upside
down. He hadn’t bothered to pick it up and, as usual, didn’t know which end
was up. When I had him place it correctly, it proved that the time of the murder
was not 10:11, it was 11:01. After Mr. Martin was seen going upstairs.”

[SUGGESTION: ROTATE THE IMAGE, SO THAT THEY CAN SEE THE TIME CLEARLY]


